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English 3700.001
Colonial American Literature
Fall 2000

Angela Vietto
Office: 314G Coleman Hall
Office hours:
~'F 11 am - 12 noon; T 9 - 11 am;
and by appointment

Office phone: 581-6293
E-mail: cfarv@eiu.com

Texts
Paul Lauter, ed., Heath Anthology efAmerican Literature, vol. 1
Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland

Why Study Early American Literature?
Literature reflects the culture out of which it is born. Literary history can tell us where a culture has come
from--and, maybe, help us see where it is going. In this course, we will explore together the writings of early
America and the cultures that produced those texts, cultures that came together to form a new society.
My goal in this course is to help you achieve the following objectives:
•
•
•
•
•

understand the broad outlines of early American literary and cultural history
develop more in-depth knowledge of at least one aspect of early .American literature
become familiar with the conventions and genres popular in the colonial and early national periods
improve your ability to write about literature
improve your ability to work collaboratively

Policies
Attendance

Grading
Quizzes & participation
Paper 1
Paper 2
Revision of Paper 1 or 2
Group Project
Final Exam

10%
20%
20%
10%
25%
15%

Because this is a discussion-based course, your
daily attendance is essential. If you have more
than three unexcused absences over the course of
the semester, your final grade in the course will be
reduced by a half-grade for each additional
unexcused absence.

Late Work

Academic Honesty

If a personal emergency prevents you from
meeting a deadline, please request an extension to
the deadline in advance. Work that is turned in
late without a previously approved extension may
be penalized by a half letter grade for each class
day between the deadline and the day the work is
received. If you miss a deadline, it is your
responsibility to talk with me and to get the late
work to me.

Dishonesty of any sort in this course can result in
a failing grade in the course.

Disability Information
If you have a documented disability and wish to
receive academic accommodation, please contact
the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as
soon as possible.

Assignments
Group Project
One of the major components of this course will be working on a research project with a group of
your classmates. Early in the semester, I will ask you to give me a first and second choice for the
topic of your group project. Groups will then be assigned based on the interests of the class and the
need to have groups of similar sizes. Each group will research one of the following topics in early
Ameri.~an literature (origins to 1830):
Native American literature
African American literature
women's literature
French colonial literature
Spanish colonial literature
German colonial literature

autobiography/ diaries
poetry

captivity narratives
novels
drama

Papert
In Paper 1, please focus on one or more texts from the writing of pre-1700 North America. You may focus on
historical significance, literary features, or both. Your paper must include an intetpretive argument with a thesis· and
some persuasive evidence to support that thesis. The paper should be approximately 1000-1500 words.

Paper2
The guidelines for Paper 2 are the same as for Paper 1, except that Paper 2 should focus on materials from the
period 1700-1830.

Revision
You must revise either Paper 1 or Paper 2. In revising, make use not only of my comments but also of your own
fresh thinking about what you originally wrote. Revisions may be turned in earlier than the deadline on the syllabus.
The grade on your revision "'-ill be based on how much you have improved over the original paper. (While adding
evidence may constitute improvement, keep in mind that simply lengthening a paper does not necessarily improve
it.) Since the grade on the revision is independent of the original grade, you may choose to revise an A paper if you
believe you can improve it substantially. When you turn in your revision, include:
•
•
•

the original paper with my comments
the revised paper
a cover memo that describes the changes you made and the thinking behind them

Quizzes
You will be allowed to make use of your notes but not your textbook during the quizzes.

Fina/Exam
The final examination will be comprehensive.

Tentative Schedule of Classes
Readings should be completed before the session listed

Date
MAug21

Readings I Class Activities
Class introduction and procedures

W Aug23

Native American oral narratives,
pp. 21-41, 59-62

F Aug 25

Columbus, pp. 116-128; Champlain, pp.173-178

MAug28

Cabeza de Vaca, pp. 128-140

W Aug30

Smith, pp. 184-198; Frethome, pp. 207-211;
Morton, pp. 211-228
Groups assigned; first group meeting, in class

F Sept 1

Winthrop, pp. 223-245

M Sept4
W Sept 6

LABOR DAY OBSERVED--no class
Bradford, pp. 245-266
**Quiz 1

F Sept 8

Bradstreet, pp. 289-315

M Sept 11

Wigglesworth, pp. 315-326; Bay Psalm Book and
New England Primer, pp. 326-340

W Sept 13

Rowlandson, pp. 3-1-0-366

F Sept 15

Taylor, pp. 366-370, 384-407

M Sept 18

Mather, pp. 419-433

W Sept20

Knight, pp. 521-540
**Quiz 2

F Sept 22

Edwards, pp. 561-583
Group meeting in class

M Sept 25

Edwards, pp. 584-595

W Sept27

Ashbridge, pp. 595-607

F Sept 29

Franklin, pp. 708-738. 745-752

MOct2

Paper 1 draft workshop

**Draft of Paper 1 due

WOct4

Franklin, pp. 753-796

**Paper 1 due

F Oct6

Franklin, pp. 796-810

Deadlines

**First and second choices of
group projects due

**Group Constitutions due

**Group Progress Report 1 due

MOct9

Crevecoeur, pp. 819-850

WOct 11

Paine, pp. 851-53, 855-873

F Oct 13

Jefferson, pp. 887-913
**Quiz 3

M Oct 16

Equiano, pp. 971-1003
Group meeting in class

WOct 18

Murray, pp. 1003-1018

F Oct 20
MOct23

Freneau,pp. 1021-1039

WOct25

Wheatley, pp. 1048-1066

F Oct27

Haynes, pp. 1066-1082

MOct 30

Foster, pp. 1148-1168

WNovl

Brown, Wieland

FNov3

Brown, Wieland
**Quiz 4

MNov6

Brown, Wieland
Group meeting in class

WNov8

Paper 2 Draft Workshop

**Draft of Paper 2 due
**Group Progress Report 3 due

F Nov 10

Federalist Papers, pp. 1193-1208

**Paper 2 due

MNov 13

Delgado and Palou, pp. 1211-1226

WNov 15

Schoolcraft and Hispanic Tales, pp. 1263-1284

F Nov 17

Irving, pp. 1326-1346 and "The Good Wife"
(hand out)
**Quiz 5

Nov 20-24
MNov27

THANKSGIVING RECESS
Cooper, pp. 1326-1341

WNov 29

Cooper continued

F Dec 1

Se~ck,pp.

MDec4
WDec6
FDec 8

Group Presentations: Groups 1 & 2
Group Presentations: Groups 3 & 4
Group Presentations: Groups 5 & 6

**Paper 1 returned

**Group Progress Report 2 due

FALL BREAK

1346-1361

**Paper 2 returned

**Revision of Paper 1 or 2 due

**Group materials due on day
of presentation

